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process, given existing competitive conditions, the rich
were getting richer and the poor poorer. All values
were created by labour, and yet, however great the
value of the product, labour was always ground down
to the bare necessaries of subsistence. No palliatives
would avail against a condition of affairs which was
not confined to any one nation, but essential to the
economic constitution of European society itself.
Cosmopolitan labour must attack cosmopolitan capital
without truce or remission until such time as the land
and the instruments of production should be finally
and completely transferred from the individual to the
State.3

Such was the programme of the Red Republic. The
doctrinaires of the older republican type did not
trouble their heads with these large and questionable
economic prospects ; they looked to the political
machine. They believed that an untrammelled use of
universal suffrage would, by a direct and logical
process, lead to a republic, and that it was of the
essence of a republic that offices should be elective, and
that the State should provide free, secular, ^nd gratui-
tous education to all its members. Of this school of
thought Leon Gambetta, son of a groceii at Cahors,
was in the declining days of Empire the best, because
he was the most widely influential, representative.
Gambetta's political philosophy was strung upon a
few simple convictions held with great distinctness and
tenacity and recommended to his fellow countrymen
with all the authority which a fine voice, a rich and
flexible vocabulary, and an energetic character are able
to confer. The cardinal point in his code was a
passionate belief in the beatific virtues of universal
suffrage. Monarchies might profess to countenance